
     

 

 

The Advanced Placement Program® (AP®) and University of Cambridge International Examinations are working 
together to create a new, innovative education program that will be available in the fall of 2012. Your school is 
one of approximately 15 schools selected to participate in a pilot of this new offering: the AP | Cambridge 
Capstone Program and Credential. 

Earning the AP | Cambridge Capstone Credential will give you new ways to stand out in your college 
applications, and you’ll move on to college with a stronger foundation in independent research, presentation, 
collaborative teamwork, and the knowledge and skills essential for success in college and beyond. 

How	the	AP	|	Cambridge	Capstone	Works	

   

You’ll receive the AP | Cambridge Capstone Credential if you pass the seminar course and research project 
and score 3 or higher on at least three AP Exams. The credential will demonstrate your proficiency in college-
level subject knowledge as well as your research, communication, and collaboration skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11th	grade: One-year, mentored project culminating in a 
4,500–5,000-word research paper. The research project will 
grow out of the skills you develop in the seminar course, and 
it will give you a chance to dig deeper into a particular 
subject, make connections among subjects by doing 
interdisciplinary work, or investigate a subject not covered by 
traditional high school courses. 

At MIT, we seek to develop the next 
generation of creative thinkers and leaders in 
this global society. Students who have 
challenged themselves with a rigorous 
curriculum, developed strong critical thinking 
skills, and have experience in interdisciplinary 
learning in a global context will be in a good 
position to take advantage of our educational 
opportunities. Based on what I’ve seen, I believe 
the AP | Cambridge Capstone program    
    will be an excellent preparation for success. 

The	AP	|	Cambridge	Capstone	
Program	and	Credential*	

The AP | Cambridge Capstone program 
engages students with rigorous college-preparatory 
curricula and a critical, questioning approach to 
information. It offers students the opportunity to 
develop disciplined and scholarly research skills 
within a context of interdisciplinary learning and global 
awareness. At the University of Washington, we 
value these skills and would be very interested in 
enrolling students that have distinguished themselves 
through the AP | Cambridge Capstone. 

Philip Ballinger, 
Assistant Vice President for 
Enrollment, and Director of 

Undergraduate Admissions, 
University of Washington 

 

Stuart Schmill, Dean of Admissions, 
Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology  
 

10th	grade: One-year seminar exploring specific topics from a 
global perspective. The seminar course includes a written exam, 
a presentation, and a team project. For more information about 
the seminar, see the following three pages. 

10th	through	11th	grades: Three or more AP courses and 
exams, including one “anchor” AP course in the 10th grade that 
connects all components of the program. All Capstone students 
will take the same anchor course. 



     

 

 

The seminar course takes key themes of global relevance and encourages you to explore them in an open and 
critical way. You’ll evaluate these topics through multiple thematic lenses. 

Sample	Topics: 
Urbanization and the countryside 
Alternatives to oil 
Artificial intelligence 
Endangered cultures 
Global climate change 
Integration and multiculturalism 
Online and interactive communities 
China as an emerging superpower 
Endangered cultures 
Medical ethics and priorities 
Migration and work 
The economic role of women 
The ethics and economics of food 
The religious/secular divide  
The challenge of genetic modification  
Technology and intelligent buildings 
International law 
New nationalities  
Genetic engineering 
Standards of living vs. quality of life 
Global trade 

 

You live in a rapidly changing world, confronted by competing ideas, arguments, and information. To be 
successful, you’ll need to be able to evaluate information and ideas critically and constructively. The seminar 
course will develop your ability to follow and deconstruct arguments and assertions, to separate fact from 
opinion, and to assess and evaluate the truth of claims. You’ll learn where to look for information, how to 
construct arguments, and how to assemble and handle evidence. You’ll explore topics by following the 
“critical path” shown in this diagram: 

  

Seminar	Course:	

Content	

Seminar	Course:	

Introduction	to	The	“Critical	Path”	

Deconstruction	
Analyze and evaluate 

conclusions, arguments, 
reasoning or claims 

Reconstruction	
Analyze and evaluate 

evidence for conclusions, 
arguments, reasoning or 

claims

Reflection	
Assess the impact of 
research on your 

perspectives; reflect on & 
evaluate your learning

Communicate	
Communicate views, information and research effectively 
and convincingly. Work together as a group to reach a 

shared goal 



     

 

 

In the seminar, you’ll be graded based on three components: 

Exam:  A standardized written exam that assesses 
how well you master the skill of inquiry. You’ll 
answer questions based on two or more sources 
provided with the exam, with both long and short 
responses. 

Team	Project:  A group project in which you’ll work 
in teams to research and suggest solutions for a 
problem of local relevance related to an issue of 
global importance. You will be evaluated based on 
your individual contribution as well as on the work 
of the team as a whole. 

Individual	Presentation:  A 15 minute multi-media 
presentation analyzing an issue of global 
importance. Your presentation will be based on 
source materials and you own related research. 

 

The Research Project, offered in the 11th grade, is a mentored research experience. The Research Project 
builds on an AP and/or Seminar subject and is based on a question or hypothesis you develop. The course is 
designed to help you develop practical skills in research methodology and skills to manage a sustained piece 
of academic work. The project culminates in the submission of a 4,500-5,000 word paper.  

The assessment of the Research Project evaluates your ability to design, plan and manage a research project; 
to collect and analyze information; to evaluate and make reasoned judgments; and to communicate findings 
and conclusions. 

Statement	of	support	for	the	AP	|	Cambridge	Capstone	
Program	from	US	Institutions	of	Higher	Education* 
 

“The AP | Cambridge Capstone experience promotes not only rigorous curricular content but also equips students 
with the independent research, collaborative teamwork, and 21st century knowledge and skills essential to success in 
college and in today’s interconnected world.… The program combines the in-depth subject-matter study offered 
through Advanced Placement courses and exams with the interdisciplinary global seminar curricula and assessment 
of research projects and presentations offered by University of Cambridge International Examinations. ..” 

Members of the Cambridge Higher Education Advisory Council for the USA : Columbia University, Duke University, Florida State 
University, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Pennsylvania State University, University of Maryland, University of Michigan, 
University of Southern California, University of Texas at Austin, University of Virginia, University of Washington, Yale University 

  

	

The	Research	Project	

Seminar	Course:	

Grading	

Group report: 
3000 words max 
Personal report: 

2000 words max 



     

Seminar	Course:	
Sample	Reading	Materials	

 

To give you an idea of 
the kinds of materials 
you’ll be assigned in the 
seminar course, we’ve 
provided a few excerpts 
of readings for a sample 
topic. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sung Chul Yang, 
Korea University 

Priyanka Aich: “Can 
Chinese Replace English 
as the Global Language?” 

Seth Mydans: 
“Across Cultures, 

English is the Word” 

Example	Topic:

English	as	a
Global	Language	

 

When one wonders if Chinese will eventually 
overtake English as the global language, one has to realize 
that Chinese is already the most widely spoken language 
in the world, but that is because of the vast population of 
China! Outside the Chinese mainland, one wonders how 
many people have a basic or working knowledge of 
Chinese, either by choice or by compulsion. English on 
the other hand, is spoken by roughly 350 million people 
across the world and is gaining popularity in terms of 
usage and adaptability, even  
in China! 

Non-native speakers of English now 
outnumber native speakers by 3 to 1. As 
Professor David Crystal pointed out, there has 
never before been a language that has been 
spoken by more people as a second-language 
speaker than a first-language speaker. In Asia 
alone, the number of English users has topped 
350 million, roughly equalling the combined 
populations of the United States, Britain and 
Canada. There are more Chinese children (100 
million) who study English than there are Britons. 

    “If you stay in the mind-set of 15th- 
                                                century Europe, the future of Latin is     
                                          extremely bright,” said Nicholas Ostler, 
the author of a language history called Empires of the Word who is 
writing a history of Latin. “If you stay in the mind-set of the 20th-
century world, the future of English is extremely bright.” 
 That skepticism seems to be a minority view. Experts on the 
English language like David Crystal, author of English as a Global 
Language, say the world has changed so drastically that history is 
no longer a guide. 
 “This is the first time we actually have a language spoken 
genuinely globally by every country in the world,” he said. “There 
are no precedents to help us see what will happen.” 
 John McWhorter, a linguist at the Manhattan Institute, a 
research group in New York, and the author of a history of language 
called The Power of Babel, was more unequivocal. 
 “English is dominant in a way that no language has ever 
been before,” he said. “It is vastly unclear to me what actual 
mechanism could uproot English given conditions as they are.” 


